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Under the very high patronage of the President of the Republic of Cameroon, H.E.
Paul Biya, BRAIN and the Cameroon Government organise the First High-Level African
Science Summit on Brain Economy, Brain Health & Brain Capital in Yaoundé

During the 2024 edition of the “Brain Week in Cameroon and Africa”, Brain Research Africa Initiative
(BRAIN) and the Cameroon Government organised the First High-Level African Science Summit on Brain
Economy, Brain Health & Brain Capital under the very distinguished patronage of H.E. Paul Biya, President
of the Republic of Cameroon and Head of State.

On the World Brain Day, July 22" 2024, a technical scientific meeting was held in Yaoundé, which brought
together brain health experts and stakeholders from five continents of the world to outline a novel road
map to leverage on brain capital to address the urgent transitions in the bio economy, green/climate
change and energy sectors, healthcare and the digital spheres. Key presenters at this technical scientific
meeting were from the following organizations: The Brain Capital Alliance (USA), the Euro-Mediterranean
Economists Association, the Neuro-Policy Program of Rice University’s Baker Institute for Public Policy
(USA), the Neuroscience Institute at the University of Cape Town (South Africa), the Continental
Association of African Neurosurgical Societies (Nigeria), The World Federation of Neurology (Austria &
Canada), The International Brain Research Organisation (France), The International League Against
Epilepsy (UK), Davos Alzheimer’s Collaborative (Switzerland), Wellcome Trust (UK), The Malaysian
Academy of Sciences (Malaysia), The National Task force on Brain Health (India), The Institute for Cognitive
Neurology / Foundation INECO (Argentina), the Cameroon Academy of Science (Cameroon), The Society
of Cameroonian Neurologists and Brain Research Africa Initiative. The key outcome of this technical
meeting was the finalization of the Yaoundé Declaration on Brain Economy, Brain Health, and Brain

Capital.
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Four weeks following this technical scientific meeting, on August 22" 2024, the Yaoundé Conference
Centre became the epicenter of a ground-breaking event as the city hosted the inaugural African High-
Level Science Summit on Brain Economy, Brain Health, and Brain Capital, presided over by the Prime
Minister, Head of Government, Chief Dr. Joseph Dion Ngute, personal representative of the President of the
Republic and Head of State, H.E. Paul Biya, accompanied by 15 members of Government.

This historical event, in the prelude to the 79" United Nations General Assembly, brought together a
distinguished audience, including government officials, policymakers, scientists, and diplomats from
across the continent and beyond. The objective was clear: to validate the Yaoundé declaration, which aims
to position Africa as a key voice in the global discussions on brain health, brain capital, and brain economy.

The proceedings commenced with a warm welcome from the City Mayor of Yaoundé, who highlighted the
significance of hosting such a pivotal event in Yaoundé, the “City of seven hills” known as a symbol of
Cameroon’s bilingualism and multiculturalism, assets for driving regional and global development.
Following the Mayor’s address, Professor Alfred K. Njamnshi, Founder and Executive Director of Brain
Research Africa Initiative (BRAIN), delivered a keynote address. Prof. Njamnshi, a renowned figure in the
field of Brain Research and Brain Health, outlined the core tenets of the Yaoundé Declaration, emphasising
the critical importance of brain health in shaping Africa’s socioeconomic and developmental future.

The Summit was also graced by three awards. Recognition awards from BRAIN Board of Directors and the
Cameroon Government were given to the 2 champions who have led the initiative of The Yaoundé
Declaration (Prof. Harris A. Eyre & Prof. Alfred K. Njamnshi), and the 2024 Monekosso-Muna BRAIN Award
was attributed to Professor Jacques Fame Ndongo, Minister of State-Minister of Higher Education of
Cameroon, for several highly significant actions over the years, that have promoted neuroscience and
brain health development not only in Cameroon but in Africa and now on the global stage, through this
high-level science summit.

The Summit’s highlight was the opening speech by the Prime Minister, Head of Government of Cameroon,
who, on behalf of The President of The Republic of Cameroon, commended the collaborative efforts
leading to this summit. He lauded the initiative as an innovation and a significant stride towards positioning
Africa at the forefront of global brain health. “Through this summit, we are not only highlighting the
importance of brain health but also positioning Africa through Cameroon, as a leader in this brain health
transition global movement”, he said. This validated Yaoundé Declaration on Brain Economy, Brain Health
and Brain Capital will serve as a vital document representing Africa’s stance at the upcoming United
Nations General Assembly.

This summitis not only the first of its kind in Africa, butitis also an innovative step that highlights the urgent
need for governments to develop policies that foster cognitive health which in turn drives economic growth
and societal wellbeing. Through the Prime Minister’s voice, the Government of Cameroon reiterated its
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commitment to promoting brain health: “Cameroon is fully committed to advancing brain health and
developing the necessary infrastructure to promote this crucial domain. We are ready and open to
investments that will bolster our capacity to promote brain health from the state of art research facilities
to specialized healthcare infrastructures and services that will subserve the bioeconomy”.

As the summit concluded, it was glaring to all that Africa is ready to lead in the global dialogue on brain
economy, brain health, and brain capital. The Yaoundé Declaration is set to be a cornerstone of this
leadership as it heads to the global stage in New York in September.

The Yaoundé Declaration on Brain Economy, Brain Health and Brain Capital calls for the following actions:

International frameworks for the transition into a brain-positive economy (see “4 ways to make our
economy brain healthy”?) and for country governments and stakeholders to develop and implement
national Brain Economy plans. Lessons must be learned from clean energy transition and digital-
artificial intelligence transition plans;

International data creation, curation, tools and frameworks to support and sustain the promotion
of brain health and for country governments and stakeholders to develop and implement
national/subnational Brain Health plans;

Establishment of the Global Brain Council of leaders across the brain health space that will identify
and curate brain health innovations ripe for investment;

Creation and sustainable funding of a Global Brain Capital Centre/Institute of Excellence in
Africa to build brain capital through research, innovation, capacity building and evidence-informed
policy content development on education, science, culture, communication, built environment,
economics, and information to foster mutual understanding and respect for our planet; and country
governments and stakeholders to develop and implement Brain Capital plans;

High-income countries (HICs) to work together with LMICs in the spirit of “Unity in Diversity” within
the above and other frameworks to reduce global, regional, and local disparities while preserving
our rich human and planetary diversity;

The United Nations General Assembly to consider formalizing this Declaration to raise awareness
for these issues across member states and the private and non-government sectors;

Major policy fora to advance this agenda in the coming years such as the United Nations Summit of
the Future, United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) Conference of
the Parties (COP), World Economic Forum (WEF), the High-Level Meeting of the UNGA on the
prevention and control of Non-Communicable Diseases, G7, and G20;

Congratulate and thank His Excellency Paul Biya, President of The Republic of Cameroon - Head of
State, and his Government for the full support and facilitation of the First African High-Level Science
Summit in Yaoundé, August 20-20, 2024, as a prelude to the 79" United Nations General Assembly
(September 2024).
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Moving forward, we have the following active plans for the Yaoundé Declaration in the coming
months:

- Next week at Rice University Rice University's Baker Institute for Public Policy event "The American Brain
Economy: Dialogues on Economic and National Security" https://lnkd.in/gjCxgpBC

- The upcoming Springer Nature Group Group African Dementia Conference in Nairobi with Davos
Alzheimer's Collaborative and Aga Khan University https://lnkd.in/gEpiuquR

- The European Brain Council's webinar "Towards an EU Coordination Plan for Brain Health: Insights from
the Community". Sept 5. https://lnkd.in/gwU-8S4h

- The upcoming Science Summit UNGA79 Brain Days with European Brain Council
https://neurocentury.com/ and https://lnkd.in/gdzgKgr3 BrainLat UAI Global Brain Health Institute (GBHI)
- The upcoming European Health Forum Gastein event with European Academy of Neurology "Promoting
brain health for everyone: taking a holistic approach to neurological and mental health"
https://lnkd.in/gQfC5M-m

VISION
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Technical Workshop
African High-Level Science Summit on: Brain Economy, Brain Health & Brain Capital
Prelude to The 79" United Nations General Assembly Seience Summit Brain Days
AGENDA: 22/07/2024
STARLAND HOTEL YAOUNDE (3PM WAT)

Opening Ceremony

Plenary presentations (Moderators: Prof. Bello Shehu & Prof. Graham Fieggen)

Welcome and presentation of meeting agenda Dr. Leonard Ngarka (5 min)
National Anthem of Cameroon (Saxophone Performance) Dr. Wepnyu Yembe (3 min)
Welcome Greetings: BRAIN Founder-CEO (Cameroon — Africa) Prof. Alfred K. Njamnshi (6 min)
Presentations from BRAIN Partners (Chairs: Prof. Alfred K. Njamnshi & Prof. Harris A. Eyre)
President. World Federation of Neurology (Austria) Prof. Wolfgang Grisold (3 min)
Emeritus President: World Federation of Neurology (Canada) Prof. Vladimir Hachinski (3 min)
Executive Director: International Brain Research Organisation (France) Dr. Lars Kristiansen (3 min)
President: International League Against Epilepsy (UK) Prof. Helen Cross (3 min)
Founder-Chairman: Davos Alzheimer's Collaborative (Switzerland) Mr. George Vradenburg (3 min)
Head of Mental Health, Wellcome Trust (UK) Prof. Miranda Wolpert (3 min)
Fellow: Malaysian Academy of Sciences (Malaysia) Prof. Jafri Malin Abdullah (3 min)
Head: National Task Force on Brain Health (India) Prof. Rajinder Kumar D. (3 min)
President: Institute of Cognitive Neurology & Foundation INECO (Argentina) Prof. Facundo Manes (3 min)
Secretary General: Saciety of Neuroscientists of Africa (Kenya) Prof. Sadiq Yusuf (3 min)
Institute for Health Metrics & Evaluation-University of Washington (USA/Ghana) Dr. Angela Esi Apeagyei (3 min)
Founder-President: Euro-Mediterranean Economists Association (Spain/Morocco)  Prof. Rym Ayadi (3 min)
President. Continental Association of African Neurosurgical Societies (Nigeria) Prof. Bello B. Shehu (3 min)
Director: Neuroscience Institute, University of Cape Town (South Africa) Prof. Graham Fieggen (3 min)
President. Cameroon Academy of Sciences (Cameroon): Prof. B. Sammy Chumbow (3 min)

The Yaoundé Declaration on Brain Economy, Brain Health & Brain Capital & Prof. Harris A. Eyre

Brain Health: “Out of Africa — for the World” Prof. Alfred K. Njamnshi (Cameroon) (15 min)
The Brain Economy and Brain Capital Prof. Harris A. Eyre (USA/Australia) (15 min)
Discussions Plenary (10 min)

Presentation of Draft & Discussions: Prof. Alfred K. Njamnshi (45 min)

Closing Remarks Prof. Alfred K. Njamnshi

(5 min)
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First African High-Level Summit on Brain Economy, Brain Health and Brain Capital, Yaounde.
Under the Very High Patronage of His Excellency Paul BIYA, President of the Republic, Head of State
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IDE CHE -

&

Website:htt

S.E. Paul BIYA
H.E. Paul BIYA



https://brainafrica.org/
mailto:Tel:%20+237
mailto:alfred.njamnshi@brainafrica.org

Brain Research Africa Initiative

An International Organisation in Partnership with the African Union Commission & Member of IBl

First African High-Level Summit on Brain Economy, Brain Health and Brain Capital, Yaounde.
Under the Very High Patronage of His Excellency Paul BIYA, President of the Republic, Head of State

w ‘¥
'V<A.4-‘("
Premier Sommet Scientifique Africain de Haut Niveau sur I'Economie du Cerveau, la Santé du Cerveau et le Capital Cérébral, Yaoundé.
Sous le Trés Haut Patronage de Son Excellence Paul BIYA, Président de la République, Chef de I'Etat.

S.E. Chief Dr. Joseph DION NGUTE
Premier Ministre,Chef du Gouvernement :
Représentant du Président de la République

IDE CHE -
H.E. Chief Dr. Joseph DION NGUTE

Prime Minister, Head of Government :
Representative of the President of the Republic

Website: I


https://brainafrica.org/
mailto:Tel:%20+237
mailto:alfred.njamnshi@brainafrica.org

Brain Research Africa Initiative

An International Organisation in Partnership with the African Union Commission & Member of IBl

First African High-Level Science Summit on: Brain Economy, Brain Health & Brain Capital

Prelude to The 79" United Nations General Assembly Science Summit Brain Days

AGENDA: 22/08/2024

PALAIS DES CONGRES, YAOUNDE (BPM WAT)

SALLE 400
Opening Ceremony
Welcome and presentation of meeting agenda State Protocol (2 min)
National Anthem of Cameroaon The University of Yaoundé | Choir (3 min)
Welcome Word from The Mayor of Yaoundé City Mayor (3 min)
Presentation of “The Yaoundé Declaration on Brain Economy, Brain  Prof. Alfred K. NJAMNSHI, Founder-CEQ (18 min)
Health & Brain Capital” Brain Research Africa Initiative (BRAIN)
Presentation of Awards: 1. Recognition Awards (7 min)
2. The Monekosso-Muna Award
Interlude of Music The University of Yaoundé | Choir (2 min)
Speech H.E. The PM-HG Representing The
President of The Republic, Head of State
Photographs State Protocol
Interviews/Press Conference State Protocol
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The African Brain

Brain is gain
Yet much brain drain!
Even in the rain
Without much pain
From the tropical rain
Forest to the temgerate plain

To produce all but grain

For the dying in pain
Abandoned in the rain.

Brain is gain
If all brains would gain
From brain gain
Yet One trains
Another gains
The former complains
Legitimately and ?ainfully
The latter e)((f ains
Shamelessly and gainfully.

No one to listen: no brain?
No one to act: bad brain?
No one to fix: old brain?
No one to tend: young brain?

Oh African brain
Where is your brain?
Train and retain
Every African brain
If you want to bring back your gain.

Oh African brain
Where is your brain?
Train and retain
Every African brain
If you want to remove your pain.

Oh African brain
Where is your brain?
Train and retain
Every African brain
If you want to plough your plain
And fly your plane.

Oh African brain
Where is your brain?

Train and retain

Every African brain

If you want to restore your gain
aking the most of the rain
Bringing forth much grain
To nourish every brain
And kill every pain
Train and retain every African brain.

Alfred K. Njamnshi, MD, MA, DMS, FMH 14.11.1995
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